
Dear Vikki, Teachers and Parents  

My Name is Mitchell I went to The Glenleighden School back in 2005. The reason I 
went to the school was because I had a Speech and Language impairment. While I 
was at the Glenleighden I was helped to overcome my disability and helped me 
came out of my shell. Now I am completing grade 11 at Seton College Mt Gravatt. 
This year has been my highlight of my life back in March 2010 I got accept in to a 
group called Kokoda Challenge Youth Group (KCYP) and I have now got a 
traineeship in Children Services and a Job and McDonalds  
KCYP is an experiential learning program that helps Aussie teens to realise their full 
potential and gain a brighter future for themselves and their families. The length of 
the program (14 months) combined with the strong physical component and use of 
the Spirit of Kokoda is proving to be a winning formula. The fundamental philosophy 
of the program is about structure, discipline and boundaries. Kcyp has two prime 
objectives. 1. Teach young people that their achievements in life are directly related 
to the effort they put in, whether that is school, jobs, professional and personal 
relationships. 2. Consequences of choices they make will have a profound effect on 
their happiness, future, lifestyle and what they achieve. I have now got the discipline, 
tolerance, self worth, team work, purpose and leadership to help myself not to count 
on my mother to do things for me 
  
These are the things that I have been involved in through the Kcyp: 
 

The Kokoda Challenge  is Australia's premier bushwalking team event where teams 
of 4 people trek a 96km course through the 
Gold Coast Hinterland within a 39 hour time 
limit. The event was designed to reflect the 
key elements of the Spirit of Kokoda - with 
96km representing the actual distance of the 
Kokoda Track and the 39 hours symbolizing 
the 39th Militia who were the first of our 
Australian troops to arrive at Kokoda on 
15th July 1942.The four person teams are 
required to advance through 14 checkpoints 
to the finish line. At designated checkpoints 
teams are able to take a break and regroup 
with the help of their support crew. The 
route incorporates 5000 metres of ascent 
and 5000 metres of decent throughout the 
course.  There is no doubt that those who 
take up the Kokoda Challenge will need to 
call on the spirit of ANZAC that was born in 
Gallipoli and held fast in Kokoda - 
ENDURANCE, SACRIFICE, COURAGE 
and MATESHIP.   

"The Kokoda Challenge is the experience of a lifetime. It will test your inner strengths 
and weaknesses as you push your body and mind to its limits.  At the same time you 
will gain the incredible power and motivation that comes with contributing to and 
being part of a team." That want what I think 



The Kokoda Track I walked the Kokoda Track in PNG this is my Journey for the life 
time  

Day 1 – 3 The 45 Kokoda Kids departed Brisbane Airport last weekend for Papua 
New Guinea where they will be walking the Kokoda Track and undertaking charitable 
work in Kokoda Village. For the majority of the teenagers this is the first time they 
have been out of Australia and the longest they will have been away from home. 

This morning the Gold Coast 1 and Brisbane branches began their first full day of 
walking on the Kokoda Trail. They are heading towards the village of Ioribaiwa and 
will trek up two major ascents and cross a creek 22 times before arriving in the 
village this evening. 

 
Day 4 Last night the group camped in the Village of Hamurduri. And today their 
fitness will be tested as they walk up one of the steepest ascents known as the 
"wall". From the top of the ridge there is 
a beautiful view of the village of Menari 
where they will stay the night. 
 
Day 6 In the mid afternoon yesterday 
the Kokoda Kids walking the track 
reached the halfway point marked by 
the village of Efogi. Were united for an 
emotional service to reflect on the 
Kokoda Campaign of 1942 and their 
experience in the youth program so far, 
they have now walked more than 50km 
and are in high spirits. 
 

Day 9 We were able to take in the spectacular views looking towards Kokoda last 
night from their camp in Alola Village. The group who are in high spirits will be 
trekking to the Isurava battlefields today and then camping at the village of Hoi. 

Today is our final day of trekking for GC1 and Brisbane group of Kokoda Kids as 
they complete the 96km track and arrive in Kokoda Village. 

Day 10 Today the Gold Coast 1 and Brisbane branches of Kokoda Kids have arrived 
in Kokoda Village today after completing the 
96km track. All are in great spirits and 
feeling fresh. They have met with the group 
taking part in the village experience who 
reached Kokoda yesterday 

Thank You Vikki and Friends  

 


